
Important Update on Scouts Canada's Policies and 
Procedures 

Friends in Scouting: 

Since Scouts Canada's new Pol icies and Procedures were released on March 2nd, a number 

of you have sought clarity on some of the changes made. Although thousands of members 

collaborated over the past 18 months on the updates, it is obvious that some of the new 

requirements need additional time or some adjustments before they can be implemented 

effectively. 

The changes that follow are effective immediately and are a direct reflection of the input that 

we have received. Scouts Canada's new Policies and Procedures are intended to be living 

documents that remain current and support delivery of a great Scouting program. 

First Aid Standards 

Our First Aid Standards have been updated to be more consistent with those of other 

organizations such as Junior Forest Wardens, Girl Guides of Canada and prov incial camping 

associations. There have been situations in the past where the one qualified first aider has 

also been the injured individual , and as a resu lt, the Scouting activity is without first aid 
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individuals, which can be a combination of trained Scouters, youth, parents or adu lt helpers. 

Implementation of this Standard will be delayed to the start of the new Scouting year, 

September 1, 2019. 

Until September 1st, please refer to the past standards that have been re-posted on the First 

Aid Standards Rag~. The new Standards that come into effect on September 1 have been 

linked from that page. 

Swimming Standards 

Swimming standards have been updated with guidance from Lifesaving Canada, and now 

include requ irements for swimming a:::tivities when a qual ified lifesaving supelVisor is not 

present. Similar to our First Aid Standards, we recognize that Groups need adequate time to 

identify and train a suffic ient number of individuals, which can be a combination of certi fied 

Scouters, youth, parents or adult helpers. Implementation of this Standard will be delayed 

to the start of the new Scouting year, September 1, 2019. 

Until September 1st, please refer to the past standards that have been re-posted on the 

Swimming Standards Rag~. The new Standards that come into effect on September 1 have 

been linked from that page. 

TransRortation Standards 

These Standards are relatively unchanged from the ear lier version. The previous 

Transportation Standards Ia:::ked clarity, and we wanted to ensure the new standard was both 

straightforward and clear. Based on your questions and feedba:::k , the follow ing changes will 

be made to the transportation standard: 

• The requirement that both Scouters in a vehicle with youth be licensed drivers 

has been modified from a requirement to a recommendation . 

• The requirement that two adults (parents, adult helpers) be in the vehicle when 

transporting youth during an activ ity has been modified from a requirement to a 

recommendation. 

ARRointment of Scouters Standards 



This Standard has been corrected. The previous version suggested that Scouters were 

required to complete "Wood Badge I for The Canadian Path" by August 31 of the reg istration 

year . Th is has been corrected to read "role appropriate Wood Badge I." If you are unsure 

which Wood Badge program is appropriate for your Scouting role, please vis it the Wood 

Badge FAQ. 

Additional requests for clar ity have been raised over the past few days, and every one of 

them will be evaluated and addressed as quickly as possible. Any further changes will be 

flagged within the Standard and Procedure documents themselves. 

Please continue to submit your questions and comments to the HeiR Centre. Working 

together we will continue to make Scouts Canada's Standards and Procedures c learer and 

more accessible to every member. 

Yours in Scouting, 

Annabelle Loder, National Youth Commissioner 

Tim Welch , National Commissioner 

Andrew Price, Executive Commissioner and CEO 


